
S A V I N G D I G I T A L I M A G E F I L E S

F O R C O M P E T I T I O N S

F o llo w t h e in s t r u ct io n s b elo w in Ph o t o s h o p t o s av e d igit al im age files y o u w is h t o en t er

in t o d igit al im age co m p et it io n s .

T h e aim is t o r ed u ce t h e file s iz e t o b elo w 5 0 0 k ilo b y t es w h ile k eep in g t h e h igh es t

p o s s ib le im age q u alit y , an d m eet in g o t h er r eq u ir em en t s fo r r es o lu t io n an d co lo u r .

K eep in g t h e file s iz e d o w n s av es y o u r em ail t im e an d o t h e r p e o p le ’s d is k s p ace w h en

s en d in g t h e im ages . T h e 5 0 0 K file s iz e lim it ap p ear s t o b e t h e m o s t co m m o n co m p et it io n

s t an d ar d cu r r en t ly u s ed ar o u n d A u s t r alia. T h is co u ld c h an ge in fu t u r e.

T h e im ages r es u lt in g fr o m t h is m et h o d ar e q u it e O K fo r v iew in g o n a co m p u t er m o n it o r o r

w it h a d igit al p r o ject o r . T h e y w ill n o t b e g o o d e n o u g h f o r p r in t in g h o w e v e r . F o r p r in t in g

y o u w ill n eed m an y m o r e p ix els – it ’s b es t t o u s e t h e s am e n u m b er o f p ix els as t h e o r igin al

im age fr o m y o u r cam er a o r s can .

I t ’s als o u s efu l if y o u w an t t o em ail im ages t o fr ien d s an d r elat iv es .

T h es e in s t r u ct io n s h av e b een w r it t en fo r fu ll Ph o t o s h o p C S , if y o u u s e Ph o t o s h o p

Elem en t s , o r a lat er v er s io n o f Ph o t o s h o p , t h er e w ill b e s o m e d iffer en ces , h o w ev er t h e

p r o ced u r e is b as ically t h e s am e.

1 . O p en y o u r o r igin al im age in Ph o t o s h o p .

2 . Sav e a co p y o f t h e im age w it h a d iffer en t n am e – y o u d o n ’t w an t t o lo s e y o u r o r igin al.

3 . S et t h e “r es o lu t io n ” o f t h e im age t o 7 2 p ix els p er in ch :

• I n t h e t o p m en u , go t o I m age - > I m age S iz e…

( I m a g e - > R e s iz e - > I m a g e s iz e in P h o t o s h o p E le m e n t s )

• I n t h e D ialo gu e B o x t h at ap p ear s go t o t h e D o cu m en t S iz e ar ea, an d c h an ge t h e

n u m b er in t h e R es o lu t io n w in d o w t o 7 2 . (Mak e s u r e t h at t h e w in d o w t o t h e r igh t

o f it s ay s p ix els /in ch n o t p ix els /cm .)



4 . N o w w e n eed t o ch an ge t h e s iz e o f t h e im age s o t h at it is n o m o r e t h an 1 0 2 4 p ix els

w id e, an d n o m o r e t h an 7 68 p ix els h igh .

• W h ile s t ill in t h e I m age S iz e d ialo gu e b o x , en s u r e t h at t h e “ C o n s t r ain

Pr o p o r t io n s ” c h eck b o x is t ick ed .

• N o w s et t h e w id t h an d h eigh t u n it s t o p ix els , an d ad j u s t t h e w id t h an d h eigh t as

fo llo w s :

- T h e w id t h m u s t b e n o m o r e t h an 1 0 2 4 p ix els .

- T h e h eigh t m u s t b e n o m o r e t h an 7 68 p ix els .

A s y o u c h an ge t h e w id t h , Ph o t o s h o p w ill au t o m at ically c h an ge t h e h eigh t in

p r o p o r t io n , an d v ice v er s a.

I f t h e im age w as cr o p p ed at a 4 :3 w id t h t o h eigh t r at io , it can b e ch an ged t o

ex act ly 1 0 2 4 x 7 68 , an d it w ill co m p let ely fill t h e s cr een .

I f it is n o t ex act ly 4 :3 , t h e n u m b er s w ill b e d iffer en t – if y o u s et t h e w id t h o f a

w id e “lan d s cap e” im age t o 1 0 2 4 , t h e h eigh t w ill b e les s t h an 7 68 . S im ilar ly , if y o u

s et a “p o r t r ait ” im age t o a h eigh t o f 7 68 , t h e w id t h w ill b e les s t h an 1 0 2 4 .

- O n ce t h e im age s iz e is s et , click t h e O K b u t t o n .

5 . W e n o w s h ar p en t h e im age, b ecau s e s o m e o f t h e s h ar p n es s w ill h av e b een lo s t in t h e

r e- s iz in g:

• I n t h e t o p m en u go t o F ilt er - > S h ar p en - > U n s h ar p Mas k …

• Set b o t h “ R ad iu s ” an d “T h r es h o ld ” t o 1 .0

• A d j u s t t h e “A m o u n t ” S lid er u p w ar d t o in cr eas e s h ar p n es s t o t as t e – s o m ew h er e

b et w een 5 0 an d 1 0 0 % is u s u ally en o u gh .

• C lick t h e Pr ev iew ch eck b o x o n an d o ff t o s ee t h e effect o n y o u r im age.

• C lick t h e O K b u t t o n .

6. N ex t , it ’s n eces s ar y t o en s u r e t h at t h e “ C o lo u r Pr o file” is s et co r r ect ly t o “ s R G B ”.

D o n ’t w o r r y t o o m u ch ab o u t w h y t h is is n eed ed o r w h at it d o es , m o s t r o ck et

s cien t is t s s t r u ggle w it h C o lo u r Pr o files . I f y o u r eally n eed t o k n o w m o r e, t h er e’s a

b r ief ex p lan at io n in t h e b o x at t h e en d o f t h is s t ep .

Y o u m ay n o t b e ab le t o d o t h is in Ph o t o s h o p Elem en t s , s o if y o u ’r e u s in g Elem en t s ,

ign o r e t h is s t ep .

I t s h o u ld n ’t affect t h e w ay t h e im age ap p ear s o n s cr een t o an y n o t iceab le ex t en t .

• I n t h e t o p m en u , go t o I m age - > M o d e - > C o n v er t t o Pr o file…



• I n t h e d ialo gu e b o x t h at ap p ear s , go t o t h e D es t in at io n S p ace ar ea, click o n t h e

Pr o file d r o p - d o w n lis t  an d ch o o s e “s R G B I EC 61 9 66- 2 .1 ” fr o m t h e lis t t h at

ap p ear s :

C lick O K , an d t h e co lo u r p r o file is n o w s et .

M ore  a b out colour spa ce

T h e r e is  a n o t h e r  c o m m o n ly u s e d c o lo u r  s p a c e – A d o b e R G B 1 9 9 8 ( a R G B ) . T h is  is  g e n e r a lly u s e d f o r

p r in t in g , b u t  it s  c o lo u r  g a m u t  is  t o o la r g e t o b e h a n d le d b y m o s t  c o m p u t e r  d is p la y s  a n d in t e r n e t

d e v ic e s .

s R G B h a s  a s m a lle r  c o lo u r  g a m u t m o r e s u it a b le f o r  c o m p u t e r  d is p la y s .

M a n y d ig it a l c a m e r a s  m o s t ly u s e s R G B b y d e f a u lt  a n y w a y , s o u n le s s  y o u ’v e c h a n g e d y o u r  c a m e r a ’s

s e t t in g s , it ’s  f a ir ly lik e ly t h a t  t h e im a g e w ill a lr e a d y b e in t h is  c o lo u r  s p a c e .

7 . N o w w e u s e t h e “Sav e fo r W eb ” feat u r e o f Ph o t o s h o p t o r ed u ce t h e file s iz e:

• I n t h e t o p m en u go t o F ile - > Sav e fo r W eb … (“Sav e fo r W eb an d D ev ices ” in

lat er v er s io n s ).

• C lick o n t h e “ 2 - u p ” t ab at t h e t o p left t o s h o w t h e b efo r e an d aft er im ages .

T h e o r igin al im age is o n t h e left , t h e co m p r es s ed im age is o n t h e r igh t .

• A t t h e b o t t o m left y o u can ad j u s t t h e z o o m p er cen t age t o “F it o n S cr een ” o r t o

z o o m r igh t in u p t o 1 60 0 % .

• C lick in t h e r igh t im age, t h en ad j u s t t h e w in d o w s o n t h e t o p r igh t h an d s id e o f

t h e s cr een t o lo o k lik e t h is :



• B elo w t h e r igh t h an d im age, t h eir w ill b e a n u m er ic d is p lay lik e t h is :

F ile S iz e

• T h e aim is t o get t h e file s iz e b elo w 5 0 0 K u s in g t h e “ Q u alit y ” s lid er at t h e t o p

r igh t .

- C lick o n t h e > b u t t o n b es id e t h e Q u alit y w in d o w an d m o v e t h e s lid er t h at

ap p ear s . M o v in g it left r ed u ces t h e file s iz e. A d j u s t u n t il it ’s ab o u t 4 5 0 -

5 5 0 K – it ’s h ar d t o d o fin e ad j u s t m en t s w it h t h e s lid er .

- T o ad j u s t m o r e fin ely , click in t h e Q u alit y w in d o w , an d u s e t h e u p an d d o w n

ar r o w s o n t h e co m p u t er k ey b o ar d t o ad j u s t t h e q u alit y o n e s t ep at a t im e.

T h e file s iz e w ill ch an ge s ligh t ly j u s t aft er y o u h it t h e u p o r d o w n ar r o w .

U s e t h is t o get b elo w 5 0 0 K . D o n ’t g o o v e r 5 0 0 K – y o u w ill b e d is q u a lif ie d

a s  t h is  g iv e s  y o u a n d u n f a ir q u a lit y a d v a n t a g e . ( I t ’s s afes t t o s et t h e

file s iz e at ab o u t 4 9 5 K – t h e r ep o r t ed file s iz e o n co m p u t er s y s t em s t en d s

t o v ar y s ligh t ly .)

• I t s n o w t im e t o s av e y o u r co m p r es s ed im age. C lick t h e Sav e b u t t o n at t o p r igh t ,

an d s av e y o u r im age t o t h e ap p r o p r iat e fo ld er u s in g t h e d ialo gu e b o x t h at

ap p ear s . ( R em em b er - d o n ’t o v er w r it e y o u r o r igin al file!).

• N o t e t h at an y s p aces in y o u r o r igin al file n am e w ill b e r ep laced w it h h y p h en s ,

an d t h at t h e file ex t en s io n w ill b e .j p g.

• Sav e t h e file w it h a n am e in acco r d an ce w it h t h e r eq u ir em en t s o f t h e

co m p et it io n . I f t h es e ar en ’t giv en , in clu d e y o u r n am e, t h e p h o t o ’s t it le an d t h e

s ect io n it ’s t o b e en t er ed in . B e s u r e t o leav e t h e ex t en s io n as .j p g.

• T h e im age is n o w r ead y t o s en d o ff s o y o u can s t ak e y o u r claim o n t h at p r iz e.

A ft er r ead in g t h r o u gh t h is , t h e p r o ces s m ay s eem a b it d au n t in g, b u t it ’s n o t t h at b ad

o n ce y o u ’v e r u n t h r o u gh it in Ph o t o s h o p a co u p le o f t im es .

I f y o u ’r e in t o Ph o t o s h o p “A ct io n s ” , y o u can s et o n e u p y o u r s elf t o au t o m at e t h e p r o ces s a

b it . T h er e is als o an “ O p t im iz e t o F ile S iz e” feat u r e in t h e “Sav e fo r W eb ” feat u r e if y o u

lo o k ar o u n d in t h e co n t r o ls o n t h e r igh t h an d s id e (A d o b e m o v e it in ev er y v er s io n , b u t it ’s

t h er e). T h is w ill d o m o s t t h in gs in S t ep 7 fo r y o u , b u t it ’s n o t as m u ch fu n .

B r ian K en n y (w it h in v alu ab le h elp fr o m K eit h Po w er )

T o o w o o m b a Ph o t o gr ap h ic S o ciet y Inc.
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